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Jewish camp builds tomorrow’s leaders
BY Leon
Socol
Six years ago, Eileen Price was
schlepping her four children to various
Atlanta day camps and growing weary and
disheartened with the results. Eileen had
been a longtime Jewish overnight camper
and wanted to provide a similar day camp
experience for her children, who were not
interested in attending Jewish overnight
camp. She envisioned a day camp for rising
kindergartners through eighth graders that
would allow them the joy of making new
Jewish friends. She wanted camp activities
that would challenge and build confidence.
She wanted to broaden the availability of
choices for Jewish youth to be exposed to
the opportunities to become leaders of their
communities and country, with an abiding
love for Israel.
Eileen had this particular feel that she
wanted to incorporate into a day-camp
experience. While Atlanta is fortunate to
have a number of well-established Jewish
day camps, she felt she wanted to put a new
face on what was available. The result is In
the City Camp (ITCC), the camp that she
created to provide an affordable, accessible
program, promote a strong Jewish identity,
and employ a 100% Jewish staff. The
culturally Jewish camp explores different
aspects of Jewish life, such as customs,
cooking, history, and Hebrew language.
Research shows that only 10% of campage Jewish children attend overnight camps.
One reason might be the cost. A month at
an overnight camp can be $5,000 or more.
The cost for ITCC is just 25% of the typical
overnight camp fees.
One way ITCC reduces expenses is by
leasing campsites. It owns no facilities, but
instead leases from synagogues and other
locations that have available space during
the summer months. This past June and July,
the camp leased the property and facilities
of Congregation Shearith Israel, a large
midtown conservative synagogue.
ITCC operated Monday through Friday.
At Shearith Israel, it set up a covered soccer
field, a ropes course, and areas an archery
range. Inside the synagogue, there were
art workshops, gymnastics, dancing, group
singing, and other activities.
At the end of camp on Friday, all
equipment and small items were carefully
collected and stored, so that on Shabbat
morning, the synagogue was completely
converted to its original state.
One of ITCC’s goals is to reach
Jewish youth who don’t attend a Jewish
summer camp, so they can benefit from
lifelong friendships, personal growth, and
a connection to the Jewish community and
Israel. ITCC provides the character building
experience of Jewish overnight camp in a

day-camp setting. The program welcomes
campers and staff from a broad range of
Jewish backgrounds, including interfaith,
unaffiliated, Jews of color, LGBTQ,
Orthodox, Reconstruction Conservative,
and Reform.
Campers have a great deal of flexibility.
Activities include sports, arts, music, field
trips, science, magic, Shabbat programming,
dance, drama, cooking, nature, a ropes
course, and more.
On Mondays, Tuesday, and Thursdays,
they participate in activities they choose
themselves. On Wednesdays, they go on a
field trip. Each Friday, campers celebrate
Shabbat with a camp-wide program that
includes The Shabbat Show, a camper
talent show, as well as awards, singing,
and a slideshow of photos from the week.
Campers leave camp Friday with a challah
to bake at home.
To make camp as convenient as possible
for the families they serve, In the City Camp
provides before and after camp care as well
as bus service. There are full-day and halfday camp options.
The camp is operated on a tight budget,
while providing top-notch programs and
counselors. There is also needs-based
financial assistance; this past session,
ITCC provided $33,000 in assistance to 44
campers.
In touring the Congregation Shearith
Israel site with Managing Director Allison
Boaz, I was delighted to find so many
happy campers. Everyone greeted us as we
walked around the camp, and Allison told
me campers jumped out of their cars every
morning, eager to see their friends and
counselors.
Eileen Price’s concept of a Jewish day
camp that feels like overnight camp has
become a reality and a success. Starting six
years ago with 65 campers, the program
grew to 540 this summer. For more
information, call 404-698-1134, or visit
www.inthecitycamp.com.

A counselor helps a camper take aim
at archery.
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Campers prepare to experience the
ropes course.

Campers enjoy playing basketball.

Campers and counselors before a weekly field trip

